
Health System Reform Guiding Principles

1. Health care coverage should be available and affordable to all American citizens and legal residents.

2. Patient care should be based on either demonstrated evidence of, or expert consensus on safety,
efficacy and effectiveness.

3. Health care business transactions and administrative processes should be transparent and use
available technology to facilitate information sharing, reduce costs, and improve efficiency.

4. Health care expenditures should be adequate to improve population-based outcomes, sustain research
and innovation, and support workforce training needs.

5. Health care delivery markets should be constructed to be competitive, thus increasing efficiency,
innovation and quality as well as reinforcing a physician’s ability to compete.

6. Comprehensive medical liability reform is essential.

7. The health care system must ensure the patient choice of provider and health plan or care system.

8. The health care system must promote the patient-physician relationship.
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APPROVED: by the ACMS Board of Directors on September 16, 2009

The Allegheny County Medical Society has 3,000 physician members from all specialties and is dedicated
to providing leadership and advocacy on healthcare issues for the community and physicians. The
organization has been serving Allegheny County since 1865.  For more information, please contact
ACMS at 412-321-5030 or acms@acms.org.


